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Academic – Algonquin's jazz bands recently 

performed in the MAJE Central District jazz festival on March 12, 2019, hosted here at 
ARHS.  ARHS Jazz II was awarded a silver medal, and ARHS Jazz I earned a gold medal 
and an invitation to the MAJE State Jazz Finals. The MAJE State Finals were held in 
Norwood on March 23, 2019, and Jazz I earned a silver medal.  We take the time to 
congratulate all of our musicians and artist to a hugely successful “: Celebrate the Arts 
Month” last month and for all of their exemplary performances.  Our National English 
Honor Society (NEHS) hosted multiple MCAS prep workshops the weeks prior to the 
ELA MCAS this spring.  As we continue to grow this work, we are looking to expand 
our prep tutoring sessions during the school day!   Our NEHS students recently took 
part in their third book discussion with our senior residents of Northborough, as they 
shared their perspectives on A 

Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd.  Trottier Middle School has done 
something similar with the Southborough Senior Center.  Lastly, six of our NEHS 
members visited Peaslee as Mystery Readers and enjoyed the experience so 
much that they have grown the work to now include writing and illustrating a 
children’s story to publish and share with both of our communities!  Our very 
own Carlin Schingbeck, worked with Mr. Godbout within her Psychology class to 
bring in a local group of therapy pet trainers and their accompanying pets!  The 
handlers explained the process of training therapy pets, their uses, and 
answered questions while students had the great opportunity to interact with 
the animals!  Our Applied Arts Department hosted a visit from own 
Northborough Town Manager, Mr. John Coderre, the week before the break as a 
guest speaker on Ms. Ruffo’s "Money Talks" segment.  Mr. Hancin’s Video 2 students filmed the show in the studio and Ms. Ruffo and 
her Management & Leadership students asked Mr. Coderre questions.  Our Science National Honor Society (SNHS) is looking to offer 
peer to peer support tutoring students on Tuesdays and Thursdays in D214 for the Biology MCAS in June!  As peers to peers, all 
benefit from this work.   

Activities & Clubs – Mr. Forhan and the Computer Programming club competed in the Fitchburg State University 

Programming Competition on Friday, April 5, 2019.  Eight students participated, including Arjun Biswas (11), Aniketh Dandu (10), Colin 
Kerrigan (11), Andrew Lee (9), Tejas Maraliga (11), Zane Walter (11), Anthony Zalev (12), and Henry Zhang (9).  Our team solved all 13 
problems (only 5 of the 39 schools accomplished this) 
and earned a 4th place overall!   The freshman math 
team came in first in the Freshman division of the 
Worcester County Math League (WOCOMAL).  Our team, 
coached by Ms. Falcone, won each of the three 
competitions held during the school year.  Algonquin had 
six students finish in the top 10 list of competitors, 
including 1. Alex Wang, 2. Andrew Lee, 3. Justin Wang, 5. 
Stefan Linden, 6. Shreya Gouda, 10. Patrick Li.  Looking 

for Spring 
Food Drive support as our Algonquin Student Council launched the annual Spring Food 
Drive with the goal of stocking up the Northborough and Southborough food pantries. The 
drive runs through the month of April!  Thank you for your support!!!  Our Science 
Olympiad is in its 8th year for competing in the MA State Competition and now continue 
their competition at MIT as they have in the past.  Thirty of our Olympiad students, grades 
9-12, spent the winter designing, constructing, and redesigning various engineering "build 
ahead" projects including a mousetrap-driven vehicle, a mechanical helicopter, a 1:100 
scale boom truss, a thermally insulated chamber, and a compact Rube Goldberg device.  In 
addition to this amazing work, students also prepared for a diverse array of academic 
competition-day events.  During the Framingham State University All-State competition in 
March, our Algonquin students performed very well across a myriad of events such as but 

   



not limited to a top-20 placement in Dynamic Planet, Designer Genes, Fermi Questions, Circuit Lab, Experimental Design, Boomilever, 
Water Quality, and Disease Detectives events.  In addition to this exciting work, the Olympiad team, coached by Physics and Engineer 
teachers Mr. Wadman and Mr. Largesse, are wishing their graduating seniors the very best as they go on to tackle greater challenges: 
Arianna Haghighi, Won Ji Shin, Luke Brogna, Jamie Mooney, and Angela DiMauro.  Our Harbinger produced their longest print issue in 
years!!!  The editors presented this recent issue to the CSPA for critique on an amazing trip they are taking with the Sachem club.  
Both clubs participated in the annual CSPA NYC trip to attend various workshops on scholastic newspapers and magazines.  The clubs, 
advisors, and students returned with awards and shared their newly gained knowledge with peers.  The Class of 2022 is spending 
spring in multiple sports, clubs and extracurricular activities as they successfully navigated their first online high school course 
selection process.  The Sophomore Class hosted a successful after-school volleyball tournament to raise money for their class fund. 
Sixteen teams competed for the prize-- generous gift cards donated by Northborough House of Pizza and Hillside Grill! Shout out to 
the faculty team who had a great showing and made it to the semi-finals (Mr. DeCosmo, Mr. Cremin, Mr. Kellett, Mr. Kinney, Mr. 
McDonald, & Mr. Russell).  Junior Prom is May 18th at Union Station and we are steadily finishing up organizing the necessary details.   
Our Seniors are preparing for the end of senior year events with graduation is less than 2 months away! 

Athletics – Our Varsity Baseball has started with a great win over Minnechaug as well as our Boys Volleyball with win after win 

so far this season. Boys Rugby had a hard-fought game against Cambridge Rindge and Latin. Girls Rugby opened their season with a 
wonderful jamboree at Lincoln -Sudbury. Our Cheerleaders attended 
Nationals in Atlanta Georgia earlier this month!  Our Boys and Girls Track won 
against Milford in their opener but both teams will need to revisit their 
completion against Wachusett in Midwach action.  Our Softball team opened 
the season with a game against Hudson and our Boys and Girls Tennis Teams 
began the season last week but the weather was not cooperating.  Boys 
Lacrosse opened the season against Littleton and Girls Lacrosse opened the 
season against Northampton.  Unified Track is off to a strong start. In our first 
year as an independent team, we have 34 team members, 14 athletes, 18 
partners. The team is captained by Halle Zides (Jr), Matt Davis (Sr), Lily 
Schaefer (Sr), 
Sofia 
Roumiantsev (Jr), 
Kaleigh Barker 

(PG), and Hannah Jaiswal (Jr).  While we have been challenged by cold 
and windy weather, one of our goals is to adapt and be more flexible. 
We’ve been practicing three days per week on our sprints, long jumps, 
shot put and javelin.  We are scheduled to compete in our first home dual 
meet against Nashoba, Tuesday 4/9 at 3:30 pm, weather permitting.  The 
team is coached by Kevin Hausmann, Zbysia Giegucz, and Carol Pettine.  
Many second rounds of play have been postponed with the cold rain but hoping the April Showers turn to May Flowers soon enough!  
Ten of our senior student-athletes applied for the ARHS Booster Scholarship that will be presented at the end of the year.  We are 
excited to hear of their successes.  Our Weight Room additions support our class programs, our student support interventions, and 
our student-athletes!  We work as a team to support all of these programs.  Athletics purchased four new treadmills, two new 
stationary bikes, and two new recumbent bikes with the goal of adding two new ellipticals in 2019.  Thank You to the Booster Club for 
continued support and dedication to our student-athletes. Boosters and Athletics will continue to work together to support our teams 
and invest in future upgrades to our fields and facilities. All the individual teams and team representatives did an amazing job this fall 
by helping with concessions, acting as tickets takers, organizing fundraisers, and providing tremendous overall support for our 
student-athletes.  Our current upcoming projects are our new scoreboard facings for our Softball Field, and JV Football Field!  We are 
working to pre-plan adding Strength and Conditioning coach for all our athletes to participate both in season and in the offseason.   
We are looking into upgrading our scoreboard console in B Gym as well as refreshing our weight room with medicine balls, sleds, 
strength and conditioning coach, ropes and heart rate meters.  REMINDER - our ARHS Boosters Golf Outing is planned for Tuesday, 
June 18, 2019!  Please consider sponsoring and participating!  AD Mocerino sends a special thanks to those that make all of this 

possible: Central Office, Superintendent Johnson, Principal Walsh, 
and the Administrative team, as well as our facilities department for 
their hard work and help to prepare the facilities for practices and 
games, Jon Drisko our Athletic Trainer, our superb coaching staff, 
Susan Baburins who is far more than an administrative assistant, and 
our truly outstanding student-athletes.  Please continue to show your 
support for these fine young men and women by attending both 
home and away games this spring season.   As AD Mocerino would 
day, “See you at the games!” 



Department Updates 
Science – Physics:  Our students learned and created their own 
circuits.  They applied both their artistic and scientific skills 
through the development of their own artwork and then 
designing a circuit to illuminate it using LEDs, copper tape, and 
a battery.  Thank you to SEF for funding the Chibitronics kit.   
 
Student Support & ESL – Our students, as always, continue to 
spread inclusivity and engage in a successful, fun filled, positive 
friendships via the myriad of after-school activities and sports.  Our Unified Track team has a 

wonderful positive draw to it, bringing together a diverse and happy population.  Our seniors are now onto participating in acceptance 
days at their colleges of choice, catching senior-it is!  We are excited about the collaborative work with both our middle schools as we 
proactively work together towards seamless transitions between middle and high school!  Thank you to Ms. Cloutier for working with 
both Marlborough and Westborough, to host the Transition Fair just before break.  Thank you to Ms. Allen, Ms. Lemieux, Ms. Edstrom 
and Mr. Nellenback for incorporating our students into the Algonquin games on June 3, 2019.   
 
Applied Arts & Technology – The Algonquin Robotics Team 1100 competed at the Central Mass District Event at Shrewsbury High 
School earlier this month. After 12 qualification matches, the team had a record of 9 -3 and was ranked 3rd out of 40 teams. They 
earned a 2nd place in the final match. They also received the Gracious Professionalism award which recognizes a team who has 
helped other teams be successful. The team hopes to secure an invitation to the New England championship at WPI April 11-13 but 
will not know until all district events are completed this coming weekend.    

 
Fine Arts – The Massachusetts Instrumental and Choral 
Conductors Association Festival (MICCA) was held the first 
weekend of April.  The Algonquin Choirs traveled to 
Westborough High School to perform and the 
Instrumental groups traveled to Hopkinton High 
School.  The ensembles performed for a panel of 

adjudicators, received recording comments and a clinic immediately following the 
performance.  Algonquin received: Wind Ensemble- Silver, Symphonic Band- Bronze, 

String Orchestra- Gold, Concert Band- Silver, Mixed Chorus- Bronze, Camerata Singers- Bronze 

and Concert Choir- Silver. 
 
Social Studies – Our Department has had a busy month! Thanks to a generous grant from NEF, we were able to 
work with our colleagues from the middle schools during our March 29th PD day to unpack the new frameworks and 
work on inter-school and vertical alignment. We were excited to reconnect with our middle school counterparts as we strive to 
improve and expand the history and social science program in the district.  Our students in Mrs. Salt's U.S. History II classes recently 
completed a year-long geography tournament.  The first place finalists of "There it Is" are Libby Alford, Tom Hayes, and Annabella 
Ferraiuolo; second place finalists were Emily Chernisky, Hayden Rosenberg, and Tom Pianka. 
 

Library – Trivia Tuesday continues to grow with 52 
participants earlier this month.  Students meet most 
weeks on Tuesday mornings to see who can win the trivia 
crown.  Please come and see our “Art in the Library.”  
Thank you to our Art Department for sharing their work 
as we serve as a temporary art gallery.   Mr. Godbout’s US 
History II class created a World War II Museum which had 
displays that highlighted different aspects of the war.  
March created some challenges with some extra snow 
and MCAS testing, but our students still came to 
celebrate and be a part of this great space:  102 classes used the classroom + 104 used the 

computer labs = 206 classes used space in the library, 4,615 students came to the library with a 
class + 5921 students came on their own time + 773 students checked out Chromebooks = 11,309 students 

using library resources.   
 
Guidance – The Algonquin Regional High School Take Action, See Change (TASC) club hosted Cara Filler, an internationally recognized 
speaker who has shared her moving presentation with more than 2,000,000 students in 5 countries.  Drawing from an immense 
personal tragedy in her own life, Cara’s inspiring presentation focuses on overcoming life’s speed bumps and roadblocks, avoiding 



negative risks and being YOU-nique.  Most important, Students remember her presentation 
for a little dance that might change their lives.  The TASC helps to sponsor events and 
information for students to make informed choices around the many obstacles they face in 
their daily lives.  This event was made possible because of incredible donations from Karen 
Scopetski, the Worcester County D.A.’s office, and Lamy Automotive.  
 
Math – We had 10 students take the AMC10 at Algonquin. Based on their scores, Andrew 
Lee, Joshua Cheng, and Patrick Li all qualified for and took the American Invitational 

Mathematics Examination (AIME).  Andrew Lee earned high 
scorer for the school!  Our very own freshman t-hawk Andrew 
Lee has qualified for (and by the time we read this, will have competed in) the USA Junior Mathematical 
Olympiad (USAJMO) to determine the top math students in America in grades 10 and under.  We wish 
him the best of luck!!!   
 
English – Junior James Zhang competed in the semifinal 
round of Poetry Out Loud early in March and made it to 
the final round!  Congrats to James, though he did not 
win in the final state competition.  This is his third year 
having made it to state-level competitions.   
 
Physical Education & Health – In celebration of March 

Madness, classes filled out a bracket to determine 
their pick of the National Champion.   Our freshmen 
participated in a volleyball tournament while our 
sophomores were reflective on how they interact 
with social media in response to a true or not truth 
process.   The juniors finished up March perfecting 
their cross country skills and our seniors fought back 
their “senior-itis” with some kick-boxing!    
 
World Language – Our students enjoyed the day in Boston visiting 
the Boston Museum of Fine Arts.  They saw exhibits about Frida 
Kahlo and expanded their cultural awareness and knowledge.   
The Spanish Honor Society raised $600 to donate to the Pulsera 

Project, a nonprofit organization that educates, empowers and connects Central American artists.  
Spanish four students read, Cartas de Amor Traicionado, by Isabel Allende Llona.  The students 
continued their work through the various performed rendition of the story.   Spanish three students 
worked in groups to present a skit in front of the class.  They included vocabulary from the chapter and 
focused on the grammar points of por & para as well as the subjunctive. 

Administration – Our administrative team would like to thank all of our students, our faculty, 
instructional technology support staff and Assistant Principal McDonald for an extremely successful 
MCAS infrastructure test trial day and for the successful administration of the ELA MCAS all 
online.  This is the first time ARHS has held the online MCAS test administration and the 
teamwork, organization, thoughtful planning, as well as proactive meetings, benefitted all those 
involved.  Online administration of MCAS at the high school level was a huge success.  Thank you 

to AP McDonald, Mr. Calnan and both the ARHS and district IT 
team.  Mr. Calnan has a new calling for short instructional videos that 
faculty have given rave reviews about (5 stars!!!) and all staff have been 
creative in how they leverage technology in all capacities.  Thank you to all of our 
students and local businesses for participating in recent fundraisers.  Our school continues to foster 
kindness in all avenues as we grow this work year to year.  Thank you to all of our faculty for their 
mindful approach in selecting various professional development workshops that help all of us model 
being lifelong learners and growing in our field of study.  Lastly, thank you to the many students who 
shared their thesis statements and innovative projects with the administrative team this year to all 
engage in the work collaboratively!  
 

 


